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Gobierno de Gibraltar

El Gobierno de Gibraltar recuerda al Ministro de Economia De Guindos que
Gibraltar firmo el convenio de intercambio de informacion de la OCDE al
mismo tiempo que Espaina

Gibraltar, 23 de septiembre de 2015

Las observaciones realizadas por D. Luis de Guindos ayer en respuesta a una cuestion formulada por
el eurodiputado del Partido Popular Pablo Zalba Bidegain en relacién con la legislacion fiscal
gibraltarefia son tan predecibles como inciertas y erréneas. Es lamentable que De Guindos decida
ignorar manifiestamente los hechos y la realidad.

De hecho, el Ministro Principal Fabian Picardo ya predijo la probabilidad de que el Ministro De
Guindos o uno de los miembros de la Comision pertenecientes al Partido Popular realizara tales
observaciones y, por tanto, remitio a los miembros de la Comision Especial TAXE una carta anterior a
la intervencién del sefior De Guindos.

El Ministro Principal comentd: “Se trata de la tipica declaracion de los politicos del Partido Popular,
gue anteponen sus motivaciones politicas al andlisis técnico de los hechos. Sin embargo, es
especialmente pernicioso viniendo del Ministro De Guindos, dado que fui fotografiado con él en la
firma en Berlin a principios de afo del Convenio Multilateral de la OCDE sobre Intercambio de
Informacién. Después de que Espafia intentara por todos los medios evitar que Gibraltar firmara al
mismo tiempo, en la misma habitacién y en la misma mesa que ellos, estuvimos presentes para
formalizar estos compromisos de manera simultanea. Por tanto, ni siquiera puede fingir que no
sabia que somos signatarios de los mismos convenios sobre intercambio de informacién, pero
prefiere seguir quejandose sobre la “muy notable opacidad” del régimen fiscal gibraltarefio. Sin
embargo, también es verdad que los hechos nunca han sido un obstdculo para las difamaciones del
Partido Popular sobre Gibraltar y, por tanto, esto no sorprendera a nadie y avala totalmente mi
comunicacion por escrito a los miembros del Comité Especial TAXE para defender los intereses de
Gibraltar antes de que se produjeran este tipo de hechos”.

El texto de la carta de Picardo a los miembros de la Comisién Especial TAXE es el siguiente:
“21 de septiembre de 2015
Estimado/a Miembro de la Comisién TAXE:

Asunto: Reunién de la Comisién Especial TAXE del 22 de septiembre de 2015

Como ya sabrd, la reunién de la Comisidn Especial TAXE prevista para mafiana incluird un
intercambio de ideas con los ministros de Economia de Francia, Alemania, Italia y Espafia.
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En mi opinidn, es muy probable que el Ministro De Guindos y los eurodiputados del Partido Popular
presentes en la Comisidn soliciten la inclusién de Gibraltar en la lista de paraisos fiscales de la
Comisién para continuar con la guerra econdmica que su Gobierno esta librando contra la economia
del Pefidn.

Gibraltar rechaza de pleno la acusacién de paraiso fiscal. De hecho, el motivo por el que decidi
reunirme con el Presidente Lamassoure y los coordinadores de los grupos politicos de la Comision el
27 de mayo fue explicar cémo funciona el sistema fiscal gibraltarefio. Se adjunta a esta carta una
transcripcién de mis observaciones iniciales en dicha reunidon ademas de una copia de un
Memorando remitido por el Gobierno de Gibraltar a la Comisién el 11 de agosto de 2015.

Gibraltar cuenta con Acuerdos de Intercambio de Informacidn Tributaria en vigor con mas de 27
paises y la OCDE le ha otorgado la calificacion de “Conforme en gran medida”, situdndolo en la
misma categoria que Alemania y el Reino Unido en términos de cumplimiento con la normativa de la
OCDE sobre transparencia e intercambio de informacién. Asimismo, como parte integrante de la UE,
Gibraltar aplica las mismas normas de transparencia y cooperacién que el resto de Estados
miembros.

Confio en poder contar con su apoyo para refutar cualquier insinuacion falsa, inapropiada y
perjudicial que pretenda tildar a Gibraltar de paraiso fiscal.

Reciba un cordial saludo,

Fabian Picardo
Ministro Principal”
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No: 651/2015

Date: 23rd September 2015

HM Government of Gibraltar reminds Spanish Finance Minister De Guindos that Gibraltar
signed OECD information exchange convention at the same time as Spain

The remarks by to Snr Luis de Guindos yesterday in answer to a question by Spanish Partido
Popular MEP Pablo Zalba Bidegain in relation to Gibraltar's tax legislation are as predictable as
they are untrue and erroneous. It is unfortunate that De Guindos chooses to steadfastly ignore
facts and reality.

In fact, the Chief Minister, the Hon Fabian Picardo QC MP, had predicted the likelihood of such
remarks by him or Partido Popular members of the committee and had therefore sent the
members of the TAXE Committee a letter ahead of Snr de Guindos' intervention.

The Chief Minister said: "This is the typical statement we get from Partido Popular politicians who
put political motivation ahead of technical analysis and the facts. It is nonetheless particularly
pernicious coming from Snr de Guindos, given that | was photographed with him at the signing in
Berlin earlier this year of the OECD Multilateral Convention on Exchange of Information. After
Spain had tried by all means to avoid Gibraltar signing at the same time, in the same room and on
the same table as them, we were present to enter in those commitments simultaneously. He can't
even therefore pretend he didn't know we are signatories to the same conventions on information
exchange, but he prefers to continue to berate the “notorious opacity” of Gibraltar’s tax regime.
Nonetheless, it is also true to say that the facts have never got in the way of the Partido Popular's
defamation of Gibraltar and this will therefore come as a surprise to no-one and entirely
vindicates my having written to the members of the TAXE Committee to defend Gibraltar's
interests in anticipation of this type of occurrence.”

The text of the letter from Mr Picardo to the members of the TAXE Committee reads as follows:

"21 September 2015

Dear Member of the TAXE Committee,

Re: TAXE Committee Meeting of 22 September 2015

As you know, the TAXE Committee meeting scheduled to take place tomorrow will include an
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exchange of views with the French, German, Italian and Spanish finance ministers.

| think it highly likely that Minister De Guindos from Spain and Spanish Partido Popular MEPs on
the Committee will call for Gibraltar to be included in the Commission’s list of tax havens, as a way
of continuing the economic war their government is waging against the Rock’s economy.

Gibraltar refutes absolutely the charge that it is a tax haven. Indeed, the reason | took the
initiative to meet Chairman Lamassoure and the coordinators of the political groups on the
Committee on 27 May was to set out how Gibraltar’s tax system works. Attached to this letter is a
transcript of my introductory remarks to that meeting together with a copy of a Memorandum
sent by the Gibraltar Government to the Committee on 11 August 2015.

Gibraltar has Tax Information Exchange Agreements with over 27 countries and is rated by the
OECD as “Largely Compliant”, placing it in the same category as Germany and the UK for
compliance with OECD standards on transparency and exchange of information. Furthermore, as
an integral part of the EU, Gibraltar applies the same standards as all EU Member States on
matters of transparency and cooperation.

| trust that | may count on you to refute any untrue, misplaced and damaging suggestions that
Gibraltar be labelled a tax haven.

Yours sincerely,
Fabian Picardo QC MP

Chief Minister"
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Attention: Members of the TAXE Committee

European Parliament
Directorate-General for Internal Policies of the Union
Secretariat TAXE Special Committee

BY EMAIL
21 September 2015

Dear Member of the TAXE Committee,

Re: TAXE Committee Meeting of 22 September 2015

As you know, the TAXE Committee meeting scheduled to take place tomorrow will include an
exchange of views with the French, German, Italian and Spanish finance ministers.

| think it highly likely that Minister De Guindos from Spain and Spanish Partido Popular MEPs on
the Committee will call for Gibraltar to be included in the Commission’s list of tax havens, as a way
of continuing the economic war their government is waging against the Rock’s economy.

Gibraltar refutes absolutely the charge that it is a tax haven. Indeed, the reason | took the
initiative to meet Chairman Lamassoure and the coordinators of the political groups on the
Committee on 27 May was to set out how Gibraltar’s tax system works. Attached to this letter is a
transcript of my introductory remarks to that meeting together with a copy of a Memorandum sent
by the Gibraltar Government to the Committee on 11 August 2015.

Gibraltar has Tax Information Exchange Agreements with over 27 countries and is rated by the
OECD as “Largely Compliant”, placing it in the same category as Germany and the UK for
compliance with OECD standards on transparency and exchange of information. Furthermore, as
an integral part of the EU, Gibraltar applies the same standards as all EU Member States on
matters of transparency and cooperation.

| trust that | may count on you to refute any untrue, misplaced and damaging suggestions that
Gibraltar be labelled a tax haven.

Yours sincerely,

/
Hon. Fabian Picardo MP, QC
Chief Minister
HM Government of Gibraltar

H.M. Government of Gibraltar
Representation to the European Union « Gibraltar House, 17 Square Ambiorix « Brussels 1000
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